BUD FISHER WINS AGAIN 
IN MUTT AND JEFF SUIT 


The Wheeler Syndicate has won an 
impertant legal victory in the New 
York Supreme Court in litigation in- 
volving its right to the exclusive use 


tember 2, 1915. in which the Star 
Company was refused any preliminary 
injunctive relief whatever against the 
Wheeler Syndicate. 

In other words, the Wheeler Syn- 


of the comic strips cf Mutt and Jeff|dicate has been vindicated in its legal 


drawn by Bud Fisher, and to the use 


. Of the name “Mutt and Jeff’ in con- 
* nection with such comic strips. 


On Jaly 29, a short time before the 
Wheeler Syndicate was to begin the 
distribution of these comic strips by 


Bud Fisher, the Star Company, pub-|{: 


lisher of the New York American, 


“undertook to throw obstacles in the 


way. The artist, Mr. Fisher, had 
been in the employ of the Star Com- 
pany for about five years, and the 
American had been running a comic 


strip by Fisher depicting the charac- 


ters Mutt and Jefi. The contention of 
the Star Company was that it, by run- 


' ning the Fisher pictures for about five 
years, had secured the exclusive rights 


to the use of the characters Mutt and 
Jeff. and to the name “Mutt and Jett’ 


> as applied to comic strips and car- 


toons. 
applied to the New York Supreme 
Court asking an injunction against the 
Wheeler Syndicate which should pre- 
vent the latter from in any way using 
the name “Mutt and Jeff’ and “from 
advertising or offering for sale or sell- 
ing any comic strips, or sections, un- 
der the name and title ‘Mutt and Jeff,’ 
or embodying or depicting the figures 


“.), Mutt and Jeff in comic strips or sec- 


“ thons.” 


When the matter came before Mr. 
Justice Barlow S. Weeks in special 
term, part 1, of the New York Su- 
preme Court, the Wheeler Syndicate 
showed through its attorneys that the 
characters Mutt and Jeff were the 


.. Sole invention of Bud Fisher, the art- 
_.ist:. that Mutt had been used by Mr. 
“ Fisher in the San Francisco Chron- 


icle as Jong ago as 1907, and later in 
the San Francisco Examiner, together 
with Jeff, before Mr. Fisher entered 
the employ of the Star Company: that 
Mr. Fisher had published books of 
Mutt and Jeff cartoons, and not only 
that, but had filed, in 1914, in the 
United States patent office, a trade- 
mark on the name “Mutt and Jeft,’”’ 
the registration of which trademark 


; had been duly allowed. 


The result of the presentation of 


a these facts to the court, seconded by 
“thé exposition of the law upon the 


subject, resulted in a decision handed 
down by Mr. Justice Weeks on Sep- 


position, and the Star Company de- 


feated in its effort to throw obstacles | 
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in the way of the Wheeler Syndicate’s} MY 


distribution of these cartoons br Bud 
Fisher. 


On the other hand. however, the 
order of the New York Supreme Court 


or selling, 


any cartoons 


Vur 


Star Company is now prevented by an | TH: 


‘from advertising or offering for sale, | He | 
or comic! 


strips under the name and title ‘Mutt ) TH 


and Jeff.’ and from in any manner 


unlawfully interfering with the trade-1|To 


mark or the trade name ‘Mutt and 
Jeff’ as a title or designation for car- 
toons or comic strips, and from using 
the word ‘Mutt’ or the word ‘Jeff’ as 
applied to or in connection with car- 
toons; and from drawing. publishing 
or selling any cartoon characters in 
imitation of the plaintiff's characters 
known as Mutt and Jeff.” 

This injunction resulis from the fact 
that the Wheeler Syndicate in turn 


The Star Company's lawyers ; brought an action against the Star 


Company to prevent the latter from 
doing any of the above-mentioned acts, 
and in that action secured the fore- 
going preliminary injunction, which 
is in full force and effect. 
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The Houston Chronicle, which for- 
merly secured Mutt and Jeff through 
the Star Company, made arrangements 
lgst summer to get the Bud Fisher car- 
toons from the Wheeler. Syndicate, 
consequently The Chronicle couldn't 
lose. no matter which side won. 

Mutt and Jeff will continue to be 
an exclusive feature for The Chron- 


icle in this city. : 
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Aivin Farmers Busy. 
Speoial to The Chronicle. 
Alvin, Texas, Sept. 9.—Recent rainz 
have put the ground in excellent con- 


dition for plowing and farmers are 
busy setting out the fall crops. Inas- 
much as a vast territory was affected 
by either the wind or excessive water 
of the recent storm it gives the farm. 
ers in this section an excellent oppor- 
tunity to market their products at a 
good price. Onions, cauliflower, cab- 
bage, spinach and snap beans will con- 
stitute the principal part of the vege- 
tables sown. : 
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